
2017  A N N UA L  R E P O R T

Tuesday’s Children
A lifetime of healing



Dear Friends,

Tuesday’s Children has remained committed to providing a lifetime of healing for those whose lives have been forever 
changed by terrorism or traumatic loss. We are keeping the promise to all those impacted by Tuesday, September 11, 
2001—we are serving and supporting our military Families of the Fallen and we are building resilience and common 
bonds in communities worldwide recovering from tragedies.

Thanks to generous seed funding from the National Football League, we are expanding our mentoring and Family 
Engagement programming to Gold Star families across the country. More specifically:

• We are expanding our longstanding Youth Mentoring Program to Gold Star children and siblings in the tri-state
area in 2018.

• We are expanding our platform of programs to Gold Star families nationwide including Central Texas in 2019
and San Diego in 2020

Tuesday’s Children is proud to be one of only 25 recipients of a Department of Homeland Security Countering Violent 
Extremism grant for our work in developing resilience. We are fine tuning our Long-Term Healing Model and sharing it 
with other communities impacted by trauma and loss. We partnered with the One Pulse Foundation to host the Orlando 
Recovery and Resilience Day in October 2017. This year, we also trained 11 international chaperones on the Long-Term 
Healing Model through our program, Project COMMON BOND. We have been invited to participate in UN-sponsored 
meetings aiming to collaborate on a best practices handbook on how to support victims of terror, including three  
meetings this past summer in Nairobi,  Morocco and Jordan and one this fall in Senegal.

Thank you for continuing to help us honor surviving families by standing up for them this year and supporting our vital 
resilience-building programs. Your dedication, generosity and continued support for the work of Tuesday’s Children 
indicate that we are all here to keep the promise we made 17 years ago. I am going to share with you an incredible testi-
monial from a member of our Gold Star family community.

“When our service members are faced with trauma — or tragically lose their lives as a result — it’s easy to forget their 
families are also dealing with the same trauma and left to cope alone. Military families need to know that there are 
resources available to them — and there is hope. Organizations like Tuesday’s Children understand that processing grief 
and managing trauma happens over the long run.”

Thank you for helping us provide a lifetime of healing.

Warm regards,

Terry Sears
Executive Director, Tuesday’s Children
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A Letter From The Executive Director
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About Tuesday’s Children

M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T
Tuesday’s Children provides a lifetime of healing for those whose lives have been forever changed by terrorism or traumatic loss.

We offer a time-tested, long-term approach—forged in the aftermath of Tuesday, September 11, 2001—that enables families and 
com-munities torn apart by tragedy to heal, recover and thrive. Since 2001, more than 15,000 individuals have benefited from our 
evi-dence-based programs, including: families of 9/11 victims and responders, global victims of terrorism, Military Families of the 
Fallen and local communities, such as Newtown, CT and Parkland, FL, devastated by tragedies. Tuesday's Children has spent 17 
years providing trauma and grief support, youth mentoring, mental health services, skills-building workshops, career resources, 
parenting advisement, com-munity and family engagement events and volunteering opportunities. Our programs strengthen 
resilience, foster post-traumatic growth and build common bonds.

Tuesday's Children's most recent program expansion, the Military Initiative, is set to broaden services provided to Military Families 
of the Fallen, many of whom have struggled to receive adequate long-term family bereavement support. In order to fill these gaps 
in services, Tuesday's Children is expanding its range of services provided to Military Families of the Fallen. Specifically, Tuesday's 
Children will make available the following services to Military Families of the Fallen: Engagement and Outreach programs, the 
Career Resource Center, the Youth Mentoring Program, our Creative Insight skills development coursework, Heart to Heart healing 
retreats and our international peace building program Project COMMON BOND.

W H  AT  W E  D O
Through our experience over the last 16 years, we at Tuesday’s Children have learned much not previously known about 
implementing healing and resilience-building programs. Our challenge now is to build upon our proven methodology, elevate 
our platform of programs and services and establish new ways to broaden our organization’s reach and impact. Only then can we 
help individuals who have been similarly affected by other tragic events to heal and recover.

W H O  W E  S E R  V E
We keep the promise to assist all those impacted by 9/11—we serve and support our nation’s Military Families of the Fallen and we 
build resilience and strength in communities recovering from tragedies. 



Tuesday’s Children Programs

T U E S D A Y ’ S  C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I L I T A R Y  I N I T A T I V E
Tuesday’s Children’s Military Initiative guides Families of the Fallen beyond grief into next steps towards a lifetime of healing.
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H  E  A R  T  T O  H  E  A R  T
Heart to Heart is a three-day program where widows from Tuesday, September 11th and military widows come together to heal, 
grow and build lifelong friendships. Women with a similar bond share their stories using the evidence-based life skills program, 
Creative Insight, as the foundation for the activities. In 2017, Tuesday’s Children expanded these retreats to offer the program 
for Gold Star moms.

Y O U T H  M E N T O R I N G
The Tuesday’s Children Youth Mentoring Program is designed to encourage and support mutually beneficial, long-standing 
relationships between adult role models and children ages 6-18.  Having a mentor enables children to grow emotionally and 
socially, build resilience and develop coping skills while encouraging them to make healthy choices.  Mentors and mentees have 
fun engaging in community-based activities at least twice a month.  Tuesday’s Children also hosts mentoring events to encourage 
group dynamics, team building and community service throughout the year.  With generous seed funding from the National 
Football League, Tuesday’s Children will launch a national expansion of the Youth Mentoring Program to Military Families of the 
Fallen.

C R E A T I V E  I N S I G H  T :  T A K I N G  T H E  N E X  T  S T E P
Tuesday’s Children is here to help address issues families face. Our renowned Creative Insight program helps participants develop 
personal and interpersonal skills for challenging life situations, encourages creative problem-solving and enhances 
communication skills. This program was vital to the 9/11 community, and many within that community participated in our 
training to become Creative Insight facilitators for Military Families of the Fallen. Developed in collaboration with nationally 
recognized leaders, Creative Insight is designed to increase self-confidence and self-compassion, encourage trust in one’s own 
intuition and quiet the inner critic. The program helps to decrease stress and brings a new sense of peace and balance into lives.
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Tuesday’s Children Programs

C  A R E E R  R E S O U R  C E  C  E N T E R
The Career Resource Center services are designed to provide young adults with tools 
and resources necessary to navigate the college, internship and career processes. 
Throughout the year, participants may take part in a variety of programs to help launch 
their careers. Several major corporations have committed to offer internship and career 
opportunities for qualified applicants and have partnered with Tuesday’s Children as 
Career Mentors. Our workshops pertaining to college admissions, career planning, 
resume and cover letter writing and interview techniques help students strengthen 
their college and job search processes and help them to put their best foot forward. 
Participants receive career advice specific to their career interests.

P R  O G R  A M S  I N C L  U D E  seminars and workshops to build skills and share 
resources, as well as internship and job placement advice. We also offer shadow days, 
one-on-one and group career coaching, networking opportunities with peers and 
mentors and our annual Take Our Children to Work Day.

P R O J  E C  T  C O M M O N  B O  N D
Project COMMON BOND brings together teens, ages 15-21, from around the world 
who share a ‘common bond’ — the loss of a family member due to an act of terrorism, 
violent extremism or war.  Launched in 2008, Project COMMON BOND has created 
an international community of teens and young adults from 25 countries and 
territories. In January, in partnership with George Mason University, Tuesday’s 
Children held its second Winter Session for Project COMMON BOND alumni to learn 
about conflict negotiation.

Participants in our summer peacebuilding symposium and our year-long webinars 
engage in a dialogue of healing and community building, collaborate to promote the 
dignity of all and learn conflict negotiation and peace building skills, all to create 
positive change in their lives and communities.

P A R  T  I  C I P AT  I N  G  C O  U N  T  R  I E  S  I N  C L U D  E :
Algeria, Argentina, Croatia, England, France, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Kenya, 
Liberia, Morocco, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Spain and Sri 
Lanka.

H  E L P I  N  G  H  E  A L  S
The Tuesday’s Children Helping Heals program is a community service initiative that 
provides individuals with the transformational and rewarding experience of giving 
back to other communities in need.  Research indicates that giving back to the 
community improves psychological mental health.  Through this program, Tuesday’s 
Children has connected youth and families with international, domestic and local 
community service projects and disaster relief programs. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  
F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N

A L L O C A T I O N  O F 
E X P E N S E S

Financials

S T A T E M E N T  O F  A C T I V I T I E S

2017 2016
Assets:
Cash and Cash Equivalents $614,883 $670,517 
Prepaid Expenses and Other Assets $144,000 $79,110 
Fixed Assets - net 27,779 $31,035 
Total Assets $786,662 $780,662 

Liabilities and Net Assets Liabilities: 
Accounts Payable $188,737 $105,097 
Deferred Revenue $18,400 $3,350 
Total Liabilities $207,137 $108,447 

Net Assets:
Unrestricted $449,468 $595,215 
Temporarily Restricted $130,057 $77,000 
Total Net Assets $579,525 $672,215 

Year Ended December 31 2017 2016
Unrestricted

Support and Revenue:
Special Events Revenue $782,621 $876,663
Less: Direct Costs $315,625 $302,121

Net Revenues From Special Events $466,996 $574,542

Contributions and grants $1,071,415 $1,397,004
In-Kind Contributions $157,825 $141,898
Non-Cash Contributions $132,907 -
Program Fees $80,613 $79,880
Other Revenues $294 $937
Total Support and Revenue $1,910,050 $2,194,261

Expenses: 
Program Services $1,601,534 $1,502,666
Management and General $236,253 $149,152
Fundraising $164,958 $226,124
Total Expenses $2,002,745 $1,877,942

Change in Net Assets ($92,695) $247,214
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $672,215 $425,001
Net Assets, End of Year $579,520 $672,215

82% Programs

Chart Title

1 2 3 4 5

8% 
Fundraising

10% Management 

27% Project COMMON 
BOND

27% Adult 
Family 

Programs

12% Military Initiative13% Skills 
Development

12% Youth Support 
and Guidance

9% 
Community 

Service



A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D
Ann-Louise Colgan
Jean Cohen
Harold Koplewicz, MD
Christina Nemr
Rhianna Quinn Roddy
Father Kevin Smith

J U N I O R  B O A R D

Co-Chair Kieran Morris
Co-Chair Joseph Palombo
Co-Chair Jessica Waring
Michelle Angeline
Drew Applebaum
Ava Baksh
Anna Maria Barbuti
Mariella Barbuti
Hallie Bendell
Maria Beutura
Jim Boytano
Graham Bradley
Andrew Brickfield
Taylor Brown
Sean Cahill
Sophia Cahill
Elisabeth Cardiello
Cailen Casey
Kristine Charbonneau
Roger Coleman, Jr
Danielle Cooperhouse
Ryann Corin
Derek Coy
Nicholas Di Iorio
Kristen Dimmling
Matthew Dimmling
Mark Downey
Matthew Edgar
Jonathan  Egan
Gregory Emmanuelidis
Michael Emmanuelidis
Mollie Garza
Matthew Geyer
Patrick Gordon
James Gregory
Aria Grillo
David Grimner
Matt Hauck
Eslyn Hernandez
Kristen Hudson
Jackie Iskyan
Katie Jokipii
Doug Kechijian
Gabriele Lenihan

Megan Lenihan
Aaron Lichteschein
Molly Lieberman
Michael Maloney
Hadley Manfredi
David Maradie
Katelyn Mascali
Sean McCann
Kyle McCulloch
Chris Mergenthaler
Laurena Mergenthaler
Thomas Morgan
Brian Morris
Drew Morris
Kristen Mount
Connor Murphy
Alexandra Newman
Jillian O’Grady
James O’Leary
Christopher Pacicco
Christina  Papi
Kevin Parks
Lori Perillo
Caroline Perry
Genna Plumitallo
Christina Rancke
Nadia Rhodes
John Paul Rinfret
Mike Roberts
Ben Schor
Joseph Shkolnik
Terence Smith
Patrick Sullivan
Megan Swift
Sean Thackurdeen
Christian Trigani
Max Turowsky
Hannah Turro
Jen Verola
Sydney Waldman
Patrick Walsh
Catherine Wang
Victoria Wang
Caroline Wheeler
Adam White
Jessica Wisniewski
Adam Zaslow
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B O A R D  O F 
D I R E C T O R S
Chairman, John Cahalane
Chairman Emertitus, David Weild, IV
Vice Chairman, Frederick Strobel
Erica Barrett
James Bernard
Ryan Bonifacino
Henry Briffel
Roger V. Coleman
Jay Fagan
Peter Feola
Brian Feuer
John Fitzsimmons
Leo F. Flanagan, Jr., PhD
David Galasso
Kelly Green Grady
Paul Iskyan
William R. Kahn
Debra Menich
Stephen J. Murphy
Michael Nichol
Kevin Parks
Scott Patterson
Stephen Ross
Thomas Seaman
Terry Grace Sears
Lucy Sexton
Nancy A. Shenker
Robert Smith

C H A I R M A N ’ S  C I R C L E
Michael Balboni
Eric Carlstrom
Roger V. Coleman
Brian Curtis
Stephen Daldry
Eddie Gindi
Jay Horwitz
Rose & Brendan Lavelle
George Malhame
Herbert McCooey, Jr.
George Salter, Esq
Alfred E. Smith, IV
Richard Torykian, Sr.

S TA F F

Executive Director, Terry Grace Sears 
Chief Financial and Operations Officer, Lisa Oosterom 
Chief Philanthropy Officer, Cathy Gursha
Senior Director, Programs. Alison Silberman
Senior Director of Mentoring, Sara Wingerath-Schlanger 
Director of Military Initiatives, Liz Zirkle
Military Initiative Outreach Officer, Karen Burris 
Program Manager, Jordyn Cohen
Senior Communications Manager, Deanna Morosoff 
Development Manager, Marin Schloss
Development Manager, Jessica Breslin
Program Coordinator, Tatiana Di Paola
Administration, Rosemary Peralta

Leadership

FA M I LY  
A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D
Charlie Clyne
Diane Genco
Eileen Hannaford
Ellen Bakalian
Irene Dickey
Jim Giaccone
Rani Walz
Sonya Houston
Thelma Stuart
Vera Murphy Trayner
Kelly Green Grady
Linda Fergus
Lisa Clark
Lisa Paterson
Margaret Iskyan
Marie Anaya
Marianne Fitzpatrick
Michelle Spinelli


